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A case of temporomandibular joint ankylosis
without treatment for almost fifty years.
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ABSTRACT

An ankylosis of temporomandibular joint (TMJ), which may be defined as the disease
with the limitation of TM]J resulted from inflammations or traumas followed by fibrosis or
ossification, could lead to the disturbance of feeding, articulation and development of jaw
and face and occur multiple caries and periodontitis.

The patient was a 50-year-old man who had jaw movement limitation for almost 30 years
duration due to TMJ ankylosis resulting from the surgery at preauricular region suffered in
his childhcod (at the age of about 1 ).

We performed extensive ostectomy of the mandibular ramus (condyle and coronoid
process) on the right side and intra—oral coronoidectomy on the left side for his condition.

Pre-operative maximum jaw opening was only 6mm, but post-operative jaw opening im-
proved 39mm.

Two years and three months after the operation, jaw movement remains at 39mm.

(Accepted on January 5, 1994)
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